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Introduction 
In mid-2021, the project team requested the Thorhild County Council undertake to gather 
participants to make up a project Steering Committee whose role is to provide 
recommendations to the project team, engage with members of the public, and provide 
insight into the history and reasoning behind past decisions. A copy of the Land Use Bylaw (LUB) 

Steering Committee Terms of Reference is attached in Appendix 1. 

On August 11, 2021, the Steering Committee conducted its first meeting. 

Members of the Steering Committee met online via Zoom meeting for an evening workshop. 
The intent of the focus group sessions was to highlight key issues around the County’s 
current land uses. 

Exercise #1 – Issue Identification 
Participants were asked to partake in an online ‘Jamboard’ session, where they were able to 
write down key issues that were on their minds when they thought about the County’s Land 
Use Bylaw and its operation.  

Issues that were identified included: 
• Age of mobile and manufactured homes allowed in Hamlets 
• Number of homes/structures permitted on rural lots 
• Number of shipping containers/sea cans on a lot 
• Concerns regarding landowner consultation 
• Subdivision of land, particularly on productive agricultural land 
• Gravel pits/extraction and road maintenance 
• The Land Use Bylaw as an 

economic development tool 
and to attract investment 

• Flooding/wetland impacts 
• Water supply/refill stations 

and water co-ops 
• Enforcement for working 

within the road right-of-
way 

• Pest control/mosquito 
populations 

• Aligning regulations with 
other regulations/legislation 

• Abandoned vehicles, 
nuisance properties, and visual appearance 

• Campground opportunities/regulations of size and number 
• Industrial zoned land that is undeveloped 
• Side yard setback calculations 

Specific stakeholders that were identified to be included in the Focus Group Sessions 
included: 

• Agricultural Societies 
• Community Associations  
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Conclusions 
Focus Groups 
The Steering Committee identified a number of issues that can be categorized into the 
following topics. These topics may be the subject of interest for the proposed multi-
stakeholder workshops. 

• Mobile/Manufactured/Modular homes 
• Shipping containers/sea cans 
• Accessory structures/buildings 
• Subdivision of land 
• Gravel pits/extraction 
• Regulations that encourage economic development 
• Enforcement 
• Water/wetland impacts and regulations 
• Campgrounds 
• Undeveloped land 
• Side yards and setbacks 

The project team will be reviewing input received from the Steering Committee and the public 
survey prior to identifying the specific topics for each focus group. 
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